We isolated "Campylobacter hyointestinalis" from the rectal culture of a homosexual man with proctitis. Phenotypic characterization of the isolate was confirmed by DNA hybridization by using the taxonomic spot blot. "C. hyointestinalis" was previously isolated only from animals but should be considered in the identification of Campylobacter species isolated from humans.
Increasing awareness of the importance of Campylobacter species in human and animal infections has prompted workers in many laboratories to use appropriate microaerophilic conditions and selective isolation techniques when evaluating stool specimens. This has resulted in the increased recovery of Campylobacter jejuni and in the recognition of several new Campylobacter species, including C. laridis (1), "C. cinaedi" and "C. fennelliae" (2), and thermotolerant catalase-negative or weak Campylobacter species (9) . "Campylobacter hyointestinalis," which was originally isolated from the intestines of swine with proliferative ileitis, is another new species (5). We isolated this organism from a homosexual man with proctitis and believe this to be the first report of "C. hyointestinalis" associated with human dis- testinalis" hybridized strongly with treated samples of the isolate and of the "C. hyointestinalis" reference strain but weakly or not at all with reference strains of C. jejuni, Campylobacter coli, Campylobacter fetus subsp. fetus, Campylobacter fetus subsp. venerealis, C. laridis, and "Campylobacter fecalis" (Fig. 1) . We previously showed that the results of this semiquantitative test correlate well with quantitative whole-cell homologies of other Campylobacter species (13) . The intense reaction of our isolate with the probe DNA from the "C. hyointestinalis" reference strain indicated substantial homology. This homology was easily distinguished from the weaker reactions of the "C. hyointestinalis" probe with the other Campylobacter species tested. Discussion. Although very few phenotypic characteristics differentiate Campylobacter species, use of the tests shown in Table 1 would allow better characterization of unusual species in the routine microbiology laboratory and would indicate which isolates should be sent to reference laboratories for further identification. Temperature tolerance tests should be interpreted with caution because of variability in test parameters, such as incubator stability and inoculum size. Also, to consistently demonstrate H2S production by "C. hyointestinalis" in TSI, the medium must be freshly prepared and incubated in an environment containing hydrogen (4) .
With the use of this abbreviated scheme, C. fetus subsp. fetus, Campylobacter sputorum, and "C. fecalis" closely resemble "C. hyointestinalis," while other Campylobacter species are more easily distinguished. C. fetus subsp. fetus is differentiated from "C. hyointestinalis" by a lack of pigment, an inability to produce H2S in TSI, and good growth at 25°C. In contrast to "C. hyointestinalis," C. sputorum strains are catalase negative. "C. fecalis" is distinguished from "C. hyointestinalis" by a lack of pigment and an inability to grow at 25°C. However, these two characteristics are only variably positive for "C. hyointestinalis," so separation of the two species is difficult unless further testing is performed. In a reference laboratory, the identification of "C. hyointestinalis" can be confirmed by taxonomic spot blot or by specialized tests with 3% NaCl, 1% glycine, and 0.04% triphenyltetrazolium chloride, as well as tests for anaerobic growth in 0.1% trimethylamine N-oxide hydrochloride, nitrite reduction, and hydrogenase activity (4) .
Conditions favoring the isolation of C. jejuni from stool specimens are not optimal for the recovery of "C. hyointestinalis." Cephalothin (15 mg/liter) is commonly included in selective media. This concentration of cephalothin inhibited the growth of our isolate and the reference strain of "C. hyointestinalis" (data not shown). Also, although "C. hyointestinalis" tolerates 42°C, its growth is less abundant at that temperature than at 35°C (4).
The isolation of "C. hyointestinalis" from our patient in association with a proctitislike illness and the absence of other enteric and sexually transmitted pathogens suggests that the organism may have produced the illness of the patient. In addition, the organism disappeared and the symptoms and signs of infection resolved after treatment with an antibiotic to which the "C. hyointestinalis" strain was susceptible. Unfortunately, acute-and convalescent-phase sera from our patient were not available; thus, we could not confirm the etiologic role of "C. hyointestinalis" by serologic studies.
New species such as "C. hyointestinalis" are being isolated from the feces and blood of humans with increasing frequency (1, 2, 6, 7, 11, 12). Performance of the simple tests described here, in addition to the routinely performed Gram stain and oxidase procedures, is needed to more accurately identify these organisms so their role in disease can be better defined.
We thank Sydney Harvey of Irvine, Calif., for supplying reference strains C127, C128, C16, and C32 and Martin Skirrow for reference strain NCTC 11352.
This study was 
